
 

9 November 2015 

UCT Senate meeting disbands after disruption 

Please cite Kylie Hatton, Deputy Director, Communication & Marketing 
Department, UCT 

A Senate meeting at the University of Cape Town was disbanded today after about 150 
individuals who were not members of Senate entered the meeting and disrupted the 
proceedings.  

UCT Vice-Chancellor Dr Max Price opened the meeting by asking Senate members for 
agreement on a position to take if the meeting were disrupted. He advised the Senate 
that members of the Campus Protection Services were focusing on the security of 
students who were studying on campus or in the process of taking exams, and additional 
security was not available for the Senate meeting. The consensus among Senate members 
was to disband the meeting if it were disrupted.  

Halfway through Dr Price’s briefing on developments around negotiations with NEHAWU 
and other university groups, the meeting was disrupted and Dr Price was surrounded by 
protesters. When the protesters refused to leave, the meeting was disbanded.  

It is worrying that these protesters seem to have no interest in discussion or any form of 
debate or negotiation. They do not allow for any conversation, but seem to be simply 
interested in disruption. This is deeply regrettable. 
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