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National Budget Speech 2025 UCT expert list 

The following academics at the University of Cape Town (UCT) can be contacted by the 
media for comment on the National Budget Speech 2025.  

 
Name Area of expertise Contact details 

Andrew Donaldson, Research 

Associate, SALDRU, School of 

Economics 

 

 

Public finance andrew.donaldson@uct.ac.za 

 

 

Professor Haroon Bhorat, 

Director, Development Policy 

Research Unit (DPRU), School 

of Economics 

 

Labour Economics, Poverty, Income 

Distribution, Inclusive Growth, Minimum 
Wages 

haroon.bhorat@uct.ac.za 

021 650 5698 

Professor Alan Hirsch, Nelson 
Mandela School of Public 
Governance and on the UCT 
Poverty and Inequality 
Planning Group 
  

Economic development issues alan.hirsch@uct.ac.za 
021 650 1420 

 

Associate Professor Vinothan 
Naidoo, Department of Political 
Studies 
 

Public Policy and Administration vinothan.naidoo@uct.ac.za 
021 650 3383 

Professor Corne Van Walbeek,  

School of Economics 

Tobacco, e-cigarette, alcohol and 
sugar-sweetened beverage taxation; 
trends in illicit trade in the tobacco and 
alcohol sectors 

cwalbeek@gmail.com  
021 650 4689 

Professor Lolie Makhubu-
Badenhorst, 
Director:  Multilingualism 
Education Project, Centre for 
Higher Education Development 
(CHED) 
 

Multilingualism in education; Language 
Policy; Language Teaching 

lolie.makhubu-badenhorst@uct.ac.za 
021 650 2291 

Professor Murray Leibbrandt, 
NRF Chair in Poverty and 
Inequality Research in the 
School of Economics 

Poverty and Inequality economics; 
development economics 

murray.leibbrandt@uct.ac.za 
021 650 2726 
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Associate Professor Francois 

Viruly, Department of 

Construction Economics & 

Management 

 

Urban Economics; Property Economics; 

Portfolio Management 

francois.viruly@uct.ac.za 

021 650 3442 

 

Professor Ursula Hoadley, 

UCT School of Education 

 

Education uk.hoadley@uct.ac.za 

021 650 3998 

Emeritus Professor Crain 

Soudien, School of Education 

 

Sociology of Education crain.soudien@uct.ac.za 

Pitso Tsibolane, School of IT Information systems; development; and 

stokvels.  

pitso.tsibolane@uct.ac.za  
021 650 1542 
 

Professor Lukasz Grzybowski,  
School of Economics 
 

Competition policy, regulations, digital 
markets, telecommunications 

lukasz.Grzybowski@uct.ac.za  

021 650 4652 

 

Ends 

Issued by: UCT Communication and Marketing Department 
 

Thami Nkwanyane 
Media Liaison and Monitoring Officer 
Communication and Marketing Department 
University of Cape Town 
Rondebosch 
Tel: (021) 650 5672  

Cell: (072) 563 9500 
Email: thami.nkwanyane@uct.ac.za  

Website: www.uct.ac.za 

https://ebe.uct.ac.za/department-cons/staff-academic-staff/assoc-prof-francois-viruly
https://ebe.uct.ac.za/department-cons/staff-academic-staff/assoc-prof-francois-viruly
mailto:francois.viruly@uct.ac.za
https://humanities.uct.ac.za/school-education/academic-staff
mailto:uk.hoadley@uct.ac.za
https://www.uct.ac.za/nrf/crain-soudien
https://www.uct.ac.za/nrf/crain-soudien
mailto:crain.soudien@uct.ac.za
https://eraonline.uct.ac.za/converis/portal/detail/Person/20641240?auxfun=&lang=en_GB
mailto:pitso.tsibolane@uct.ac.za
https://eraonline.uct.ac.za/converis/portal/detail/Person/20186917?auxfun=&lang=en_GB
mailto:lukasz.Grzybowski@uct.ac.za
mailto:thami.nkwanyane@uct.ac.za
http://www.uct.ac.za/

