UNIVERSITY OF
THE FUTURE PROJECT

About Ulf-Daniel Ehlers

UIf is the founder of www.mindful-leaders.net, a serial entrepreneur of social enterprises, and a
full Professor for Educational Management and Lifelong Learning at the Baden-Wilrttemberg
Cooperative State University (DHBW). In 2011, the Ministry of Higher Education entrusted him
with spearheading the launch of Germany’s first Cooperative University as Vice-President, a
groundbreaking initiative that today educates 35,000 students. His innovative spirit led him to
establish NextEducation in 2017, an international boutique-research group dedicated to Future
Skills, Microcredentials, and digital transformation in higher education (www.next-
education.org). Additionally, he held the position of Scientific Director at the Future Learning
Laboratory at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) until 2023.

Ulf's global impact is reflected in his work with numerous universities across all five continents,
holding senior research positions and appointments as guest, full, and associate professor in
various countries in Europe and the United States. He carries several European executive
mandates, prominently focusing on integrating the European Higher Education Area. From 2018
to 2021, he co-chaired the EU inter-ministerial group on the future of teaching and learning. As
an elected Vice-President for 3 terms until 2023 of the European Association of Institutes of
Higher Education (EURASHE), UIf played a pivotal role in the Bologna Process. He has also been
elected director of the Executive Council of the European Distance and E-Learning Network
(EDEN) until 2023, where he has earned the EDEN Senior Fellowship honor. For the European
Ranking Initiative U-Multirank, the European Commission appointed him to the Advisory Board.
Currently, he serves as an elected Board Member for the Future Skill Alliance in Germany.

UIf has captivated audiences in more than 45 countries with his keynote speeches. He is a
prolific author and editor, contributing to over 18 bocks and 300 scholarly articles, amassing
over 7,500 academic citations. As a trained systemic coach, facilitator, and expert in mindful
and non-violent communication, Ulf holds degrees in English Language, Social Sciences, and
Education Sciences from the University of Bielefeld. His internationally awarded writings on
quality in education continue to influence and inspire.



